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Lauren Marks Vesely
Courtier immobilier 
Real Estate Broker 

514-944-8336

For Sale or for Rent  
7190-7200 Frederick-Banting 

St Laurent (Technoparc) 
Building 40,480 s.f. new hvac 

and roof! Open space,  
offices & meeting rooms! 

Excellent condition!

DEDICATION • DEVOTION • DETERMINATION

For Rent - 6785 Crois. Korczal, apt. 
803 C.S.L. $2,500/mo WOW!!! 

with a lease until June 2022 - 1 month FREE 
3 bedroom / 2 bathroom, outdoor pool, heat-

ing, A/C & basic cable included

4950 de la Savane #408  
1 bedroom Condo facing south in the court-

yard! Sunny all day long! 1 indoor parking,  
1 locker available immediately asking $315,000

FOR SALE
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Eleni (Helen) Akrivos 
Courtier immobilier Agréé DA - Dirigeante D'Agence 

Certified real estate broker AEO- Agency Executive Officer

“Making the  
Deal is an  

Art Form...”

514-999-8888
eleni.akrivos@gmail.com 

https://linktr.ee/mtl_realestatenews 
VILLAGE

Vaccination is a very important tool to help 
with the control and long-term manage-
ment of COVID-19. The availability of safe 
and effective COVID-19 vaccines is a turn-
ing point in the global pandemic. This 
achievement is a testament to the collabo-
ration among scientists, manufacturers, and 
governments. Canada's vaccine regulatory 
system conducts independent scientific re-
view of vaccines and authorizes their use 
in Canada only when strict standards for 
safety and effectiveness have been met. Two 
vaccines, Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna, 
have met these requirements to date and 
are now available to vaccinate Canadians. 
Provinces and territories are in the process 
of vaccinating Canadians safely and rapidly, 
as supply becomes available from manufac-
turers, beginning with groups at greatest 
risk of severe illness, hospitalization and 
death, as well as health care providers who 
care for these high-risk individuals and are 
key to protecting the integrity of our health 
care systems. Throughout 2021, vaccine will 
be offered to increasing groups of people 
as the vaccine supply grows, ultimately 
reaching all eligible Canadians. 
   Since the beginning of the COVID-19 
pandemic, our work together as Canada's 
Chief Medical Health Officers has relied on 
understanding how this viral infection is 
spreading and who is at highest risk of ill-
ness, hospitalization and death. This infor-
mation is the basis on which we are 
rolling-out vaccines, along with emerging 
science that informs decisions on the best 
use of COVID-19 vaccines to turn the tide 
on the pandemic as quickly as possible. Im-
portant questions that will guide our vac-
cination programs that have yet to be fully 
answered include the duration of the pro-
tection provided by the vaccines and the 
effects of the vaccine on preventing spread 
of the COVID-19 virus. We are acting on 
available data and our decisions are based 
on achieving the greatest public health ben-
efit for Canada. 
   Canada, like other countries, is in the 
midst of a pandemic surge – COVID-19 
cases are rising, healthcare system capacity 
is profoundly stretched in some places, and 
the risk of severe illness and death is grow-
ing. Faced with this reality, along with cur-
rent constraints in vaccine supply, and the 
imperative to rapidly vaccinate as many 
high-risk people as quickly as possible, pub-
lic health authorities are examining options, 
including potentially delaying the second 
doses of the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines. 
This option is being considered only when 
necessary in order to give more high-risk 
people earlier access to vaccine in jurisdic-
tions where the number of cases are rising 
rapidly and threatening the health care sys-
tem's ability to keep up. Extending the in-

terval between the doses maintains the 2-
dose requirement approved by Health 
Canada while allowing some flexibility to 
more rapidly protect high-risk individuals 
and their health care providers in areas 
with surging COVID-19 cases. 
   The National Advisory Committee on Im-
munization (NACI) addresses the question 
of delaying the second dose of vaccine in 
their updated Recommendations on the 
use of COVID-19 Vaccines. Within the lim-
itations of currently available data, NACI 
advises that while the second dose should 
be given according to the approved sched-
ule if possible, jurisdictions may consider 
delaying the second dose due to logistic or 
epidemiologic reasons until further supplies 
of the vaccine become available, preferably 
within 42 days (6 weeks) of the first dose.  
In their expert view, this interval increase 
is expected to yield similarly high protec-
tion seen with second dose administration 
at 21 or 28 days after the first dose. This is 
consistent with recommendations released 
on January 8, 2021 by the World Health 
Organization that provides flexibility to ex-
tend the dose interval up to 42 days in cir-
cumstances of vaccine supply constraint 
and high disease burden. 
   Canada's Chief Medical Officers of Health 
support NACI's recommendations. We 
agree that administration of two doses of 
the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines must be 
maintained in line with current evidence 
and regulatory approvals, and efforts 
should be made to keep with the manufac-
turers' vaccine schedule. The flexibility pro-
vided by a reasonable extension of the 
dose interval to 42 days where opera-
tionally necessary, combined with increas-
ing predictability of vaccine supply, support 
our public health objective to protect high-

risk groups as quickly as possible. Further, 
we are committed to evaluating the impact 
of extending the dosage intervals, working 
together to monitor vaccine effectiveness 
and overall safety, and investigating and re-
porting any adverse events. We will use 
these data, along with data from interna-
tional studies, to guide decisions going for-
ward. Where it is necessary for programs 
to extend the dose interval beyond 42 days 
based on specific epidemiology and im-
pacts, those programs must monitor the 
impact closely and share results regularly 
to add to the developing evidence base. 
   As Canada's Chief Medical Officers of 
Health, we will continue to work closely 
together, to adapt our approaches as the 
situation and science evolve, and provide 
clear and evidence-based information in 
order to keep Canadians safe and healthy. 
Vaccines are a very important strategy to 
control COVID-19 illness, hospitalizations 
and deaths. However, other strategies must 
continue until this pandemic comes under 
control. As case numbers rise and health 
system capacity is stretched in many areas, 
we urge Canadians to protect themselves 
and others by following public health meas-
ures and the advice of the public health au-
thority in your area. 
   The Council of Chief Medical Officers of 
Health includes the Chief Medical Officer 
of Health from each provincial and territo-
rial jurisdiction, Canada's Chief Public 
Health Officer, the Chief Medical Advisor 
of Health Canada, the most senior Public 
Health Physician of the First Nations and 
Inuit Health Branch of Indigenous Services 
Canada, the Chief Medical Officer from the 
First Nations Health Authority, and ex-of-
ficio members from other federal govern-
ment departments.

Implementing COVID-19  
Vaccination in Canada  

— Vaccine dose interval
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La Poutine week 2021 is From February 1st 
until February 7th and delivered by 
SkiptheDishes to help empower the Cana-
dian restaurant industry, restaurateurs, 
servers, and foodies – all in celebration of 
poutine. This year, La Poutine Week is serv-
ing YOU – allowing poutine lovers to dis-
cover new venues and savour unique 
poutines, while providing the opportunity 
for restaurants to showcase their very best 
creations, subsequently increasing their 
sales and popularity. Why? Because this 
year, more than ever, you deserve it! 
Heading into its ninth consecutive year, La 
Poutine Week is a week-long event and 
friendly competition that has become a key 
vehicle for restaurant owners to build mo-
mentum around their brand, especially dur-
ing the quieter winter months. It is no 
secret that the past year has been one of 

the most challenging times our country has 
ever faced, and what better way to come 
together than through a universal love for 
poutine. 
As co-founder Na’eem Adam explains 
“This year, more than ever, every poutine 
that will be consumed becomes a mark of 
loyalty – for restaurants, for us, for our 
community. We are here to support our 
restaurants by driving sales through a na-
tional platform that celebrates our most 
recognized and beloved dish. The restau-
rant industry and the foodie community 
need good news, and La Poutine Week is 
one of them.” 
To further adapt to the difficulties restau-
rants have faced this past year, La Poutine 
Week 2021 has cut its annual registration 
fee by over 60%. For all restaurants who 
are unable to afford the entry fee, La Pou-

tine Week organizers are asking they email 
them, and they will help ensure participa-
tion because poutine will always win! 
For the third year in a row, La Poutine 
Week is giving back to an organization near 
and dear to their heart. One dollar for 
every poutine sold at a participating restau-
rant will go to Anorexia and Bulimia 
Québec (ANEB), an organization that guar-
antees free, immediate and specialized help 
to people with an eating disorder and their 
loved ones. 
This year, you deserve poutine more than 
ever – so get ready, because the count-
down to La Poutine Week has officially 
started. 
Stay tuned to mtltimes.ca for more infor-
mation on La Poutine Week 2021.

La Poutine Week 2021 
delivery edition!
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514789-8000

Day :   February 1st 2021 
Evening : March 8th 2021 
Teen : English, Spanish, Mandarin: January 9th 2021  

https://athome.ymcaquebec.org/international-language-school/

option 
#1

JAPANESE 
GERMAN 
ARABIC 
CATALAN

Sign the REM Griffintown  
station naming petition

Griffintown has always been an important 
part of Montreal’s Irish Community. For 
over 170 years, Griffintown has always 
been renowned as an Irish neighbourhood 
with its important symbols, buildings, its 
residents – from Thomas McCord to Mary 
Griffin -- and its fascinating, illustrious his-
tory.  
    “The United Irish Societies of Montreal 
(UIS) has its origins in Griffintown and St. 
Ann’s Church. The UIS has always been sen-
sitive to the recognition of Griffintown as 
an Irish neighbourhood and continues to 
be sensitive to this recognition as its ongo-
ing gentrification continues,” said Patricia 
Mulqueen, President of the United Irish So-
cieties, the organization behind the annual 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade. 
   In June of 2020, the Irish community met 
with Montreal Mayor Valerie Plante, only to 
discover that the REM station that borders 
Griffintown would be named “Griffintown 
– Bernard Landry”, after the late former 
PQ cabinet minister and Premier of Que-
bec. 
    On June 22, the Irish community met 
once again with Mayor Plante to hear that 
the name of the REM Station will definitely 
be named “Griffintown – Bernard Landry”. 
This decision from the mayor was not 
taken well and was opposed by all of Mon-
treal’s Irish communities with great dis-

pleasure, which was strongly voiced during 
this call with Mme Plante.  In September, 
the UIS worked with West Island MNA 
Greg Kelly to publish a petition on the Na-
tional Assembly website, which will expire 
on January 23, 2021.  
   The UIS is encouraging members of Mon-
treal’s Irish communities, current residents 
of Griffintown, and anyone who believes in 
the preservation of the heritage of Mon-

treal’s many cultural communities, to sign 
the petition before January 23. 
   The petition is public and can be reached 
by going to the following link that can also 
be found on the United Irish Societies 
Facebook page or:  
https://mtltimes.ca/montreal/sign-the-rem-
griffintown-station-naming-petition-before-jan-
uary-23/

Artist concept of REM station in Griffintown



 
• Marco Giovanetti    
• Sergio Martinez 
• Bonnie Wurst 
• Stuart Nulman 

• Deborah Rankin  
• Martha Shannon 

Contributors:

General subscriptions in Canada: 1 
year $150, 2 years $275 Subscrip-
tion to the U.S. and outside North 

America:1 year $250 US

(Wednesday at 5 p.m.) 
514-951-3328

ADVERTISING DEADLINE

SUBSCRIPTION

All contents of this publication 
are sole property of The Mon-
treal Times Newspaper. Opin-
ions expressed in this 
publication are not necessarily 
intended to reflect those of the 
publisher. Any reproduction in 
whole or in part and in print or 
in electronic form without ex-
press permission is strictly for-
bidden. Permission to 
reproduce selected editorial 
may be granted by contacting 
the publisher in writing. 

Advertising
info@mtltimes.ca

Distribution
Hudson, St. Lazare, Senneville,  Ste-Anne-de-Bellevue, Baie d’Urfe,  Bea-
consfield, Kirkland, Pte. Claire, D.D.O., Pierrefonds, Roxboro, Dorval, La-

chine, NDG, Ville St-Laurent, Châteauguay, Cote St-Luc, Snowdon, 
Hampstead,  Mtl-West, Westmount, Laval, Verdun, Lasalle, Montreal, St. 

Leonard, Anjou, Ahuntsic, Little Italy, Nuns’ Island

Managing Editor:
Tom West

3551 boul. St. Charles,  
Suite #547, Kirkland, 

Quebec, H9H 3C4 

514-951-3328 
info@mtltimes.ca 
www.mtltimes.ca

editor@totimes.ca 
www.totimes.ca

6                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      January 16, 2021 • www.mtltimes.ca

For many, Balarama Holness will al-
ways be the former Canadian foot-
ball safety who won the Grey Cup 
Championship with the Montreal 
Alouettes in 2010 despite the fact 
that a  series of injuries cut short 
his football career. A few years ago, 
Montrealers got to take another 
look at the local star athlete when 
Holness represented Projet Mon-
tréal in the 2017 Montreal munici-
pal election for borough mayor of 
Montreal North. He wasn't elected 
but that didn't dampen his enthusi-
asm for squaring off in the political 
arena.  
   “It's no secret I'll be in the next 
municipal election," he says," but 
there are a lot of options." For the 
last few years the 37 year old edu-
cator and community organizer 
with Jamaican and Québécois roots 
has been mulling over the idea of 
running for a seat on Montreal 
Council and he isn't ruling out a run 
for the top job. It's not clear yet in 
what capacity he might run or for 
what party or even if he might pres-
ent with a coalition of like-minded 
candidates rather than run on any 
party banner. "It's still early," he says. 
But, his passion for a more repre-
sentative council that better re-
flects the ethno-cultural diversity of 
the city is a major impetus for a 
second run. "Montreal deserves 
better government," he says. 
   Holness was recently profiled by 
the CTV Television Network on its 
current affairs program W5. The 
episode, which aired on Nov. 21, 
2020 was billed as "an inspirational 
view of a man confronting systemic 
racism." While he was a law student 
at McGill University Holness 
started an organization to tackle 
the issue of racial inequality. He and 

his 'team' from Montréal en Action 
collected more than 22,000 signa-
tures to legally oblige the city to 
hold public consultations on sys-
temic racism and discrimination. 
This led to a 252-page report with 
38 recommendations.  
   In June 2020, after 18 months of 
hearings, Mayor Valérie Plante ac-
knowledged the major finding of 
the report: systemic racism was 
happening throughout all areas of 
public life in Montreal. She spoke of 
a "collective awakening" taking 
place at that moment in time, one 
which the report had helped to cat-
alyze. "Systemic racism does exist," 
she said. Holness has said that Mon-
tréal en Action forced a public dia-
logue and concrete action on 
systemic racism here in Quebec, 
changing the organizational struc-
ture of Montreal.  
   For one thing, the report forced 
Montreal's police service to change 
how street checks are performed: 
they will now be based on observ-
able facts and not skin color. 
Balarama Holness, who has been 
compared to Barack Obama makes 
it clear that Montrealers will no 
longer tolerate racial profiling, or 

sytemic discrimination of any kind, 
be it in employment, housing, or 
anything else. ''We feel empowered 
because we are on the right side of 
history,'' he told Avery Haines on 
W5. 
   Holness has a passion for another 
project: a just economic relaunch. 
He would like to see those most 
impacted by COVID-19 included in 
a meaningful way. ''A just economic 
relaunch for those disproportion-
ately burdened by COVID-19 is 
needed,'' he says. ''All Montrealers 
have to have economic opportunity 
... to relaunch their businesses, to 
start new ones, to regain employ-
ment.'' A  ''relance juste'' is also 
about giving the whole city an uplift 
and not just privileged boroughs. ''If 
you live beyond the centralized city 
you are disconnected from the cen-
ter of economic activity,'' he says. 
This means that all modes of public 
transportation have got to do a 
better job of connecting boroughs 
on the periphery to the center city 
so that residents in these neighbor-
hoods can have the same economic 
opportunities as those who live 
closer to the downtown core. 
   Holness, who is studying for the 
bar, has always placed great stock in 
education. He credits education 
with changing the trajectory of his 
own life from high school drop-out 
to teacher, pro-athlete, and commu-
nity leader. He sees himself as an 
agent for change and participatory 
democracy as providing the legal 
mechanisms to make change hap-
pen. Balarama Holness will be a 
candidate to watch in the upcoming 
2021 municipal election especially if 
he runs for mayor. 

By Deborah Rankin
mtltimes.ca

Balarama Holness: Former Grey Cup Champ  
considering a run for mayor of Montreal in 2021  

Balarama Holness represented  
Projet Montréal in the 2017 Montreal  
municipal election for borough  
Mayor of Montreal North
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Study proposes Montreal 
schools are major vector of 

COVID-19 transmission
While the 'second-wave' of the pandemic 
continues to spread and the numbers of 
cases reported in Quebec breaks records, 
Preschool and Elementary schools re-
opened on January 11th 2021, with Sec-
ondary schools reopening on January 18th 
- all with new safety protocols in place. 
However, many parents are questioning if 
the measures will be enough to keep their 
children safe, with some choosing to keep 
theirs at home. Others feel their children's 
education, mental health and the impor-
tance of socializing with their friends out-
weigh the risks. For some parents, 
especially those who are required to go to 
work, there is little choice. It is also difficult 
for parents working from home, trying to 
balance their office work responsibilities 
with those of their children's needs. The 
decisions having to be made either way are 
unprecedented. 

   The Quebec government maintains that 
schools have not been a major vector of 
transmission, with Premier Francois Legault 
calling the reopening of schools 'a calcu-
lated risk'. However, a recent study (con-
ducted by researchers at the Université de 
Montréal, George Washington University in 
the US, along with Covid Écoles Quebec) 
proposes that Montreal schools are the 
driving factor behind the spread of 
COVID-19 in the Montreal community. The 
study measured infections in the city be-
tween September and early January and 
showed that cases first increased among 
children between the ages of 10 to 19 
years old - followed afterwards by in-

creases in adults aged between 30 and 49 
years old. 
   One of researchers in the study, Simona 
Bignami (from Université de Montréal) be-
lieves the results show that cases among 
children were not the result of community 
transmission, as government officials have 
suggested, but rather the other way around. 
She explained that they examined the num-
ber of new cases among children aged 0 to 
9 and 10 to18 years old, and compared 
them with cases among adults aged 30 to 
49, the age of most parents. “You really see 
that the incidents in the kids precedes in 
time the raise of new cases in the adults by 
a few weeks,” she said and that they looked 
at the distribution of COVID-19 cases by 
neighbourhood in the city from reports 
published by Montreal health authorities. 
And what they found was disconcerting. 
The fastest increase in the cases in adults 
followed a large increase in children. "These 
are the neighbourhoods where there have 
been more schools reporting cases and 

more cases in the schools,” she explained. 
Oliver Drouin, who founded Covid Écoles 
Quebec and has been tracking cases in 
schools since last year, participated in the 
study and said, “When you have a case in 
school, you may have one, two, three other 
cases at home that are not counted as 
school cases, but of course they are 
counted as home cases. You really see that 
the incidents in the kids precedes in time 
the raise of new cases in the adults by a few 
weeks.” 
   In his press conference last Monday Jan-
uary 11th, Premier Legault repeated that 
the reopening of schools was 'a calculated 
risk' and said, "I understand there’s a risk 
bringing back in the schools, but we have 
to put into balance that there are other 
disadvantages to keeping them at home.” 
The questions now: what are the right 
measures that should be taken by Quebec 
to help control the spread of the virus? 
Should schools remain closed? However, at 
what cost to our children? 

By Bonnie Wurst
mtltimes.ca
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Restaurant files class action suit 
against abusive delivery fees 

during pandemic
Deli Boyz, a popular restaurant located in 
Cote Saint Luc's Cavendish Mall, has 
launched a class action suit in Quebec's Su-
perior Court against several food delivery 
service companies, including UberEats, Skip 
and Door Dash, for the fees they are charg-
ing them during the pandemic and consid-
ered 'abusive'. According to Deli Boyz, 
during a period between December 27th 
2020 and January 4th, they were charged 
and paid Uber Eats $737 in commissions 
for 67 orders that totaled approximately 
$2,550. The suit alleges that should the cap 
have been at 15%, they would only have 
paid a total of $368 and states that 'conse-
quently, an excessive disproportion exists 
when the defendants charge restaurants 
commissions in excess of 15%'. 
   “Our client’s view is if he would have had 
the exact same restaurant in Toronto or 
Vancouver and had the exact same orders, 
for last week’s period for example, he 
would have been charged $350 for the 
exact same delivery services, but instead, 
he was charged double… $700 by Uber 
Eats,” said Montreal lawyer Joey Zukran in 

a Global news report. 
   The suit is seeking damages 'in the form 
of money paid to these companies in com-
missions above 15% since January 8th and 
it also requests that 'a judge bar the defen-
dants from charging commissions above 
15% of the total customer order' and it 
would apply to all restaurants in Quebec 
that were charged commission fees ex-
ceeding 15% from the 'aforementioned de-
livery services… but seeks to recoup 

damages dating back to exactly two years 
prior' - a claim Deli Boyz made that could 
amount to 'tens of thousands of dollars in 
damages' for just their restaurant. 
   The application for the class-action also 
states that 'UberEats are corporate giants 
with a total market cap of more than $165 
billion, that have taken over the food deliv-
ery business to such an extent that Deli 
Boyz is wholly dependent on UberEats in 
order to have a viable takeout business'.  
   Just last Monday, Premier Francois Legault 
said in a news conference with reporters 
that he 'was open to looking at the issue of 
commissions'. However, he did not go so 
far as to confirm that he would impose a 
cap on fees. Montreal Mayor Valerie Plante 
had also called on the Quebec government 
to 'temporarily cap delivery commissions 
to ensure profitability for restaurant own-
ers'. The class action suit first requires ju-
dicial authorization in Quebec Superior 
Court, but is expected to go ahead.

By Bonnie Wurst
mtltimes.ca
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Since the outset of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the Government of Canada has 
used the latest science and evidence to in-
form our response. By collaborating with 
scientists and experts, we are ensuring the 
provinces and territories have the tools 
they need to make informed testing and 
screening decisions. 
   As part of that effort, today, the COVID-
19 Testing and Screening Expert Advisory 
Panel released their first report. The report, 
Priority Strategies to Optimize Testing and 
Screening for COVID-19 in Canada, pro-
vides evidence-based advice on science and 
policy for the latest techniques in COVID-
19 testing and screening, including the use 
of rapid tests. 
   The Report provides advice in the follow-
ing areas: enhancing diagnostic capacity 
with lab-based polymerase chain reaction 
(PCR) testing; deploying rapid tests for 
screening; reducing barriers for access to 
testing in under-served and higher risk 
communities to ensure that every Cana-
dian that needs a test can access one; and 
improving communication strategies to en-
sure every Canadian understands the latest 
public health information on COVID-19. 
In creating the Report, the Panel consulted 
with more than 80 health experts, including 
Chief Medical Officers of Health across 

Canada, public policy and industry experts, 
and others involved with the COVID-19 
response. 
   To ensure that all Canadians can benefit 
from the Report's findings, it has been 
shared with Ministers and senior officials, 
including Chief Medical Officers of Health, 
in each of the provinces and territories. We 
are committed to further collaboration 
with the provinces and territories to im-

plement the Report's recommendations in 
each region. 
   To support the provinces and territories 
in their responsibilities to deliver health-
care, the Government of Canada will con-
tinue to work closely with them, providing 
national guidance documents, testing re-
sources, and increasing data sharing to help 
slow the spread of COVID-19.

www.Fantastique1.com

COVID-19 Expert Panel  
provides science-based advice 

on optimizing testing and 
screening in Canada
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Answers in the Form of  
Questions by Claire McNear 

Book Reviews - mtltimes.ca

Legend has it that the origins of Jeopardy, 
one of the most popular TV game shows 
ever, was done as a response to a scandal. 
Around 1964, TV talk show host Merv Grif-
fin decided to create a quiz show that 
would be the antithesis of the Quiz Show 
Scandals of 1959-1960, in which a U.S. Con-
gressional investigation examined allega-
tions that certain contestants on such 
popular TV quiz shows as The $64,000 
Question and Twenty-One were furnished 

with the answers for that evening’s broad-
cast before they went on the air. Not only 
did these contestants win unheard-of large 
amounts of cash, but it also helped to shoot 
the quiz shows’ ratings through the roof. 
Needless to say, when those allegations 
were found to be true, it shook up the 
young mass medium, especially all those 
quiz shows, which quickly disappeared from 
network schedules. 
   As a twist to these scandal-ridden quiz 
shows, Griffin decided to keep it honest by 
giving the contestants the answers … and 
they had to come up with the questions. 
And to add an edgy element to it, the con-
testant who provided the incorrect ques-
tion would be deducted the certain dollar 
value of that clue from their score. And 
Jeopardy! was born. 
   It debuted as part of NBC’s daytime pro-
gram line-up in the fall of 1964, with the ge-
nial, voice-of-authority Art Fleming as its 
host, and developed a large following during 
it near 15-year run. In the fall of 1984, Jeop-
ardy was revived in syndication. It was pro-
moted as “trivia with a twist” and selected 
veteran Canadian-born TV quizmaster Alex 
Trebek to be its host. During the past 37 
years, Jeopardy has become more than just 
a TV game show. It has become the most 
popular syndicated TV show, has become a 
pop culture phenomenon in song and par-
odies, has made such champion contestants 
as Chuck Forrest, Ken Jennings, Brad Rutter 
and James Holzhauer international celebri-
ties, and when Trebek passed away from 
pancreatic cancer last fall, many of its view-
ers and past contestants practically re-
garded it as if it was a death in the family. 
But what has made this answers-and-ques-
tions TV game show so wildly popular that 
it’s almost like a way of life (not to mention 

an almost type of redemption for all those 
trivia geeks)? Claire McNear, a writer for 
the sports and popular culture website The 
Ringer, decided to explore the world of 
Jeopardy for her recently-released book 
Answers in the Form of Questions. 
   What sets her book apart from the other 
tomes that have been written about this 
subject is simple. Unlike the other Jeopardy 
book authors, who were usually past con-
testants who were big money winners and 
multiple tournament participants, Ms. Mc-
Near was never a bona fide Jeopardy con-
testant (although she did audition for it, 
which her experience is chronicled in the 
book), and gives the book a welcoming 
sense of journalistic objectivity. 
   She gives plenty of behind-the-scenes in-
sights – both within and outside the studio 
walls – of the Jeopardy phenomenon, and 
doesn’t leave any aspect out of her explo-
ration. You get to discover, for example, 
what goes on at a typical Jeopardy audition; 
the different strategies when it comes to 
mastering the buzzer, wagering and selec-
tion of categories (such as Chuck Forrest’s 
“Forrest Bounce” and James Holzhauer’s 
tendency to select clues from the bottom 
of the board and work his way up); what 
inspired “Weird Al” Yankovic to write his 
song parody “I Lost on Jeopardy”; the pres-
sures of being a prospective or champion 
contestant; the best and worst Jeopardy 
games ever; the indispensable J! Archive 
website; and why many contestants’ weak-
est categories are the ones that are related 
to sports. 
   On a personal note, reading this book 

made me quite aware of the massive 
changes Jeopardy went through since I ap-
peared as a contestant back in 1990. That 
includes the lifting of the five-game, $75,000 
cash winnings ceilings; the raising of the 
dollar values of the clues (as a result of the 
brief, yet fierce, competition between Jeop-
ardy and Who Wants To Be A Millionaire in 
1999-2000); the evolution of the “Clue 
Crew”; how contestant tryouts/auditions 
switched from live, city-by-city contestant 
search tours to online tryouts; the prolif-
eration of different Jeopardy tournaments; 
the vast Jeopardy alumni network; and the 
annual Trivia Nationals tournament and im-
promptu trivia tournaments that take place 
at O’Brien’s, an Irish pub in Santa Monica 
that are both popular with Jeopardy con-
testants past and present. 
   Answers in the Form of Questions is not 
only a thorough, well-researched definitive 
history of this great game show, but it dou-
bles as an indispensable guide for any aspir-
ing Jeopardy contestant seeking the inside 
track on how they can better their chances 
of appearing on the show and hopefully, win 
a sizeable amount of cash from knowing so 
much factual knowledge. This is the book 
that all Jeopardy mavens were hoping for. 
They will certainly not be disappointed 
with what this book has to offer them, as 
they make their own quest for trivia im-
mortality and follow in the footsteps of 
Messrs. Jennings, Holzhauer, Rutter and 
Forrest, and so many more who have done 
the impossible and phrased all those an-
swers in the form of questions.

By Stuart Nulman
mtltimes.ca
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A new edition of  
Jazz en Rafale

With the pandemic not letting up, several 
representatives of the Montreal jazz scene 
have decided to collaborate in the devel-
opment of the joint project Jazz en Rafale-
live cam. 
   Jazz en Rafale-live cam will present 9 con-
certs of Quebec artists in LIVE and De-
layed Webcast between January and May 
2021 in order to maneuver and implement 
an innovative and much needed virtual 
broadcasting system. 
    This initiative coordinated by the Effendi 
label will be done in collaboration with Pic-
colo Studios (recording and broadcasting 
location), MB Production (video recording 
and webcasting), Justin Toussaint (Web 
Master), Pascal Milette (graphic designer) 
and several Quebec jazz self-producers: 
Fam group, Boulev'art, Yari Productions, 
Odd Sound, Yves Léveillé Productions, Félix 
Stüssi Productions, Collectif Jazzlab Or-
chestra and their associated artists. 
  

Program schedule 
 

23 January 202 - Manoel Vieira – Rhizome 
(Album launch) – Effendi 
30 January - Benjamin Deschamps – Road-
Trip – Boulev’art 
04 February - Alain Bédard et l’Auguste 
quartet – Exalta calma  (Album launch) – 
Effendi 
20 February -  Yannick Rieu / Génération 
Quartet – Les Productions Yari 

06 March - Yves Léveillé – Souffle de liberté 
/ Breath of Freedom – Les Productions 
Yves Léveillé 
13 March                            Jacques Kuba 
Séguin – Microcosme – Odd Sound 
27 March                            Jazzlab Orches-
tra - Loguslabusmuzikus (Album launch) – 

Effendi 
10 April                              François 
Bourassa (solo piano) - l’Impact du Silence 
(Album launch) – Effendi 
24 April - Félix Stüssi / Super Nova 4 – Ef-
fendi 
  
   Jazz en Rafale-live cam will use the spe-

cialized platforms lepointdevente.com for 
ticket sales and Vimeo for web diffusion. 
    For Jazz en Rafale-live cam the first ob-
jective is, first of all, to create an unforget-
table experience for each musician around 
outstanding events so that they perform at 
the maximum, in the best possible condi-
tions, via the Web. The second objective, 
which is very important, is to succeed in 
reaching a new audience, to attract a new 
audience. Currently with the pandemic, live 
or delayed Webcasting is becoming a strat-
egy that gives the ability to reach people 
who can no longer go to concerts and/or 
who can no longer access everyone's proj-
ects easily, here and/or elsewhere. As live 
music, jazz suffers greatly from this. Let's 
encourage Quebec Jazz Artists and their 
productions to move forward in this plan-
etary whirlwind. 

Tickets  lepointdevente.com 
RATES - plus taxes and fees: 

Regular: 15$ - Fans: 20$ 
Family / group: 30$ - Benefactor: 50$ 

 
PACKAGE - plus taxes and fees: 
3 concerts: 39$ - 6 concerts: 76$ 

9 concerts: 110$ 
NB : Promotions will be applied automat-

ically in the shopping cart when 3 or 
more events are added. 

Website: http://jazzenrafale.ca/
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Proposition 65: A concern?
In 2016, Toronto’s 
CTV news posted a 
story about a local 
boutique and cus-

tomer Tara Lawless. 
The following sce-
nario is a fictitious re-
call of the event, 
based on the facts.  
   “Hi, Marcie” Tara 
piped into the phone. 
“Have you ever heard 
of Prop 65?”  
   “No. Should I have?” 
Marcie queried. 
   “Maybe. The other 
day, I went to Zee 
Zee boutique and I 
bought a cute toque 
… one with the faux 
fur pom poms on top. 
A pre-wash meant 
cutting off the tags. 
That’s when I noticed 
a Prop 65 aleet.. I was 
curious…an alert on 
a toque? It turns out 
Prop 65 is a warning 
about chemicals in a 
product that could 
cause cancer or re-
productive toxicity. 
How can a toque be 
dangerous? But with 2 
little boys… I tossed 
the toque back in its 
bag and deposited it 

outside my door.” 
   “What kind of dan-
gerous chemical 
would be in a toque?” 
Marcie pondered. 
   “Prop 65 warning 
started with chemi-
cals in the drinking 
water. In California. 
But there are chemi-
cals used in the man-
ufacture of 
everything… textiles, 
toys, stationery, 
footwear, drugs, sun-
glasses, food, jewelry, 
electrical products… 
anything.  The list of 
products is endless. 
And I was going to 
wear that toque, on 
my head, near my 
brain!!! I was scared. 
So, I emailed the store 
and told them about 
the warning. Just in 
case they were not 
aware!! Two days later 
I returned my con-
taminated toque. You 
won’t believe this…all 
of the toques like 
mine no longer had 
the warning tags. 
They’d removed 
them!!! The store was 
still selling the Prop 
65 toques.  
   “Isn’t that illegal?” 
Marcie asked. 
   “Apparently not. 

Regulations are vague. 
But after speaking to 
the manager, the store 
no longer sells the 
toques. The risks are 
out there and once 
again, it is left up to 
us!   
   I came across Tara’s 
story while research-
ing Prop 65, kick 
started by an Ad 
about an ‘All Certified 
Organic’ Rose Water 
Cosmetic Cream. 
While perusing the 
ingredient listing, I 
came across the Cali-
fornia residents: Prop 
65 alert  
   ‘Proposition 65 re-
quires businesses to 
notify Californians 

about significant 
amounts of chemicals 
in the products they 
purchase, in their 
homes or workplaces,  
or that are released 
into the environment.’ 
   There are over 900 
chemicals on the Prop 
65 listing. We do not 
know which chemical 
is in Tara’s toque that 
warranted the alert 
tag.  Nor do we know 
which chemical is in 
the Rose Cream that 
required the same 
warning.  
   Manufacturers all 
across the USA, not 
just in California, are 
protecting themselves 
from hefty fines by in-

cluding the alert when 
necessary. 
   By law, the company 
selling the Rose 
Cream had to issue 
the Prop 65 alert.  But 
in the same ballsy 
breath it said the 
product was safe. 
Quote: ‘Rest assured 
– our products carry-
ing a certified organic 
logo – are good for 
you and are safe for 
the environment.’ 
   Does this mean a 
‘Safe Alert’?  Is this 
not an oxymoron? 
   Should we be con-
cerned about pur-
chasing product with 
the Prop 65 warning? 
Probably.  

   We have many im-
portant issues to 
worry about at this 
time.  But while shop-
ping online, if you see 
Prop 65 alert, you 
might click to another 
option. One major 
concern should be in 
skin care. 
   We stand behind our 
products. We give great 
customer service. Visit 
us at natural.ca. Sub-
scribe to our newsletter. 
‘La Boutique Earth to 
Body’, 89 Lucerne, 
Pointe Claire, QC H9R 
2V1) Email info@nat-
ural.ca   Store: Tues, 
Wed, Thurs: 10-4 (if in 
lockdown…Call 514-
694-0705)

By Martha Shannon
mtltimes.ca
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Keep up with the times!

Due to COVID-19 please sign 

up for e-mail delivery  

- Stay safe!

Social media • Graphics • Videos • websites  

We do it all! E-mail for a quote today! 

info@mtltimes.ca
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Add amount 

               Framed ad + $2.50 

              Bold letters + $2.50 

                 Capitals + $2.50 

             Centered text + $3.75 

                 Clip art + $9.50 

              Picture + $14.00

Great time to clean-up! Our classifieds are

Tel.: 514.951.3328 • info@mtltimes.ca

3551 boul. St. Charles, 

suite #547,  

Kirkland, Quebec 

H9H 3C4
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?

MOVING
All jobs - houses, aparts., single items. 30 

years experience. 
Local / Long distance   

Maritime, Ontario.
Call Bill 514-457-2063 

TOLL FREE 1-877-870-3432

WANTED:
CARS, TRUCKS 

OR VANS

514-685-5666

44
40

21
91

2

FOR SCRAP
7 DAYS/WEEK 

ANY CONDITION

?

FINANCE
FINANCIAL Problems? 
Drowning in debt! Stop the 
harassment. Bankruptcy 
might not be the answer. To-
gether let’s find a solution. 
Free Consultation. G. Bill 
Hafner - Licensed Insolvency 
Trustee 8585 St-Laurent: 
514-983-8700.          

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS FOR 
ONLY $9.95/ 
Call for more details 

514-457-7656

01
0-

10
01

16

Gunsmith
BUY & SELL
NEW AND USED 

RESTRICTED AND 
NON RESTRICTED 

REPAIRS

514-453-5018

01
0-

10
04

19
-1

13
19

2

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS FOR 

ONLY 
$14.75/WEEK

by e-mail 
info@mtltimes.ca

3” x 3”  every week for one year

MIN 52 WEEKS 

• BLACK & WHITE / COLOUR EXTRA 
• ARTWORK NOT INCLUDED 

• SEND PDF 300 DPI  
BY TUESDAY NOON 

3”W X 3”H                            
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//wweeeekk  
pplluuss   GGSSTT  &&  PPSSTT

44 33for thefor the  
price ofprice ofweeksweeks

E-mail or fax your classified to:

12 words or less. 35¢ each add. word.

$9.95

Arbo-Tech
Office (514)326-0423 

Cellular: (514)969-9685

www.Arbo-Tech.ca
info@arbo-tech.ca

Free Estimate • Fully Insured

Tree Specialist

• Trimming 
• Pruning 
• Tree Planting 
• Removal of  
  Dangerous Trees 
•Stump Removal 
• Cedar Hedges

MAN  LOOKING  FOR  
WOMAN  OF OTHER   

NATIONALITY 
64 y.old  fr-cdn  bilingual  
well  educated man  looking  
for  a  39-59 y.old  woman 
of  other  origin  for  a  seri-
ous  relation. Please  texto at 

 (450) 680-1220  or 
micou40@hotmail.com                 

010-032120

SERVICECARS

SERVICESERVICE

EMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENT

Is your health a priority?  
Solutions without side  

effects for:   
• hypertension  
• cholesterol 

• diabetes  
Contact: Nutrilogiq.net  

514-420-2777                

01
0-

04
04

20

BOKOR RENOVATIONS
In business for over 25 years

EXPERT IN COMPLETE PROJECTS

Experienced in 
insurance claims

RBQ #8346-8199-29 Call 514-867-4192
www.bokorrenovation.com

INSURED • BONDED • EXPERIENCED

• Carpentry 

• Windows & Doors 

• Brick & Cement

• Kitchens 

• Bathrooms 

• Basements 

   & extensionsPAINTING & 
DECORATING

0
1
0
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1
0
11

9
-1
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3
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5

kevinshea@sheapainting.com

514.267.2378
www.sheapainting.com

01
0-

04
20
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HIG
HEST 

QUALIT
Y

Antiquités Ste-Genevieve 
Flea Market

Rooms “Kiosks” for RENT 
Sell everything at the best  

Flea Market in the West Island 
Every Sunday 9 AM - 4 PM 

ALL YEAR ROUND
15,674 Gouin Blvd. West 

Ste-Genevieve (Pierrefonds) H9H 1C4 
WestIslandFleaMarket.com
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514-993-8839

A1- Towing

We pay TOP $$$ for  
scrap vehicles $150 - $1000 
Pick-up removal included 

Call the best!
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06
01

19
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4
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Carpentry,Fences & Decks 
Doors &Windows 

Concrete & Cement Finishing 
Brick Work & Tuck Pointing 

Gyproc,Painting Ceramic Tiles 

Over 30 Years. Experience

Looking for bilingual salesperson to cover 
 Montreal & surrounding area’s with fantastic promotion 

campaign for both our papers.
• Bilingual • Must have own car. 

• Minimum 2 years sales experience  
(Sales with other newspapers an asset). 
• Salary base depending on experience. 

Please send your CV to 
info@mtltimes.ca 

or call (514)457-7656

SALES REP WANTED

Advertise your  
business for  

CALL FOR DETAILS  
Call 514-457-7656 
info@mtltimes.ca

LEGAL
NOTICE OF CLOSURE 

OF INVENTORY 
Notice is hereby given that 
VLADIMIR ANTHONY 
STRUNA (the “Deceased”), 
in his lifetime last residing 
at 30 Georges Vanier 
Street, Roxboro, Province 
of Québec, Canada, H8Y 
2S3, died in Pointe-Claire, 
on November 16, 2020. 
An inventory of the De-
ceased's property has been 
made in accordance with 
the law and can be con-
sulted by creditors and 
other interested parties by 
contacting the executor 
TANJA STRUNA, at (613)-
401-7001, no later than 
March 1, 2021. 
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mtltimes.ca

ADVERTISE IN COLOUR

ADVERTISE IN COLOUR

ADVERTISE IN COLOUR

Limited space available! Call now! 
514-951-3328 

info@mtltimes.ca

10 weeks for only  
 $37.50 each, plus taxes)

ADVERTISE IN COLOUR

www.oneounce.com

$11.50
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514-225-1554

www.refecto.ca
info@refecto.ca

Services include: 
Full renovation and  
remodeling Services 
• Concrete Repairs 

• Filter repairs 
• Painting (all colours) 

• Epoxy paint 
• Sand blasting 
• Closing pools

BOOKING 

JOBS NOW

Have your pool ready for next year! 
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